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The Purpose of 

This Fellowship… 

 To further freedom of 
religious experience 
and toleration of 
religious ideas 

 Promote personal 
choice based on 
reason and conscience 

 Celebrate the worth 
and dignity of each 
human being 

 Accept the motive force 
of love 

 Advocate the never-
ending search for truth 

 Proclaim the 
importance of a 
religious community 
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“Rivers, ponds, lakes and 
streams - they all have 

different names, but they 
all contain water. Just as 

religions do - they all 
contain truths.” 

~Muhammad Ali 

The Prez Sez • Thoughts from President Thea Wilson 

Joys and Wishes! 

What a joy and privilege it's been to serve SCUUF this past year and I want to thank everyone who 
has helped make this year so memorable. I want to congratulate our nominating team for recruiting 
an excellent team to serve as our officers and directors, with our up-coming year promising to be 
interesting. I want to thank everyone who has generously contributed time, talent and treasure to 
keep this fellowship alive and well for almost 25 years. 

My hope for our future involves creating, or joining, an exciting movement in our community for the 
justice of our environment and community. I believe a result would be the growth we're looking for. 
So I'm volunteering to serve on the Community/Service/Justice Task Force. We now have lists of 
Committees and Task Forces where your direction and help are needed.  

Don't forget to continue to extend a welcome for SCUUF to your family and friends. There are a lot 

of UUs out there…they just don’t know it yet! Thanks again for a great year of memories.  

New Tapestry of Faith Workshop 

Circle of Trees 
We’re planning for a new multigenerational workshop series for the summer. It is part of the UUA 

Tapestry of Faith curriculum. Circle of Trees is a program of eight workshops that nurture 
deep connection with trees, nature, and all of earth's living creatures. The program uses trees as 
an entry point to understand and connect with life on earth. Across many cultures, trees are 
recognized as a symbol for life on earth—for example, the biblical Tree of Life. Even young 
children understand trees as sustainers of life, fundamental engines of life on earth as we know it. 
Trees create and purify the air we breathe. They house and provide resources for myriad 
creatures, including humans. They bring us peace, joy, and delight.  

The program is designed to:  

 Provide a basic understanding of why trees are, literally, “providers of life” 

 Identify threats to trees and the web of life and provide inspiration to take action 

 Explore using methods that are spiritual, non-intellectual, in order to foster deep connection 

 Provide meaningful ways to promote the health of trees and, by extension, the web of life 

 Reinforce the concept of interdependence as expressed in the seventh Unitarian Universalist 
Principle, “Respect for the interdependent web of all existence of which we are a part” 

 Affirm that stewardship of the earth is an explicit act of Unitarian Universalist faith. 
A full description and curriculum is at http://uua.org/re/tapestry/multigenerational/trees/index.shtml  

Sign Up for Circle of Trees 

Do! • Reserve a place in the program. Group size is limited. 

What • Circle of Trees Multigenerational Workshops. 

Who • Everyone is welcome and needed: single people, families of any configuration, open to any 
faith or philosophy. The program serves as young as eight or nine and youth and adults of all ages. 

When • Eight Wednesday evenings starting July 9 through August 27 • 6:00 to 8:00 

Where • Location to be announced…hopefully in trees 

How • Contact the Stueve Giles Family at mnmnmfamily@gmail.com or 541-267-5460 

http://uua.org/re/tapestry/multigenerational/trees/index.shtml
mailto:mnmnmfamily@gmail.com
http://www.OregonSouthCoastUU.org
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&docid=eTWiMsiF35rNGM&tbnid=uKj1REVPnnOX0M:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://theredlist.com/wiki-2-24-525-970-1068-view-1960s-5-profile-muhammad-ali.html&ei=ivSZU_ywBs3yoAS71oGoCw&bvm=bv.68911936,d.cGU&psig=AFQjCNGFY4kbmps7Mq3FoGOHEheQt3ZUMQ&ust=1402684829033278


 

Highlights from our 

Annual Celebration 

& Business Meeting 

The annual meeting took place at the 
home of Jean Adamson and Al 
Solomon on May 18. After a 
sumptuous feast of salmon burgers, 
brats and great potluck salads and 
desserts, the meeting proceeded.  

President Thea Wilson opened the 
program with a recap of our numerous 
accomplishments from last year. Thea 
also reminded us of our ongoing vision 
for committees and task forces. 

Mark provided a memorial drum and 
song for these we lost last year. 

Elected as new officers were President 
Al Solomon, Secretary Jim Casey, 
Treasurer Charles Smith, and new 2-
year Director Dana Casey. Director 
Jean Adamson will finish her 2nd half. 

The budget was passed as presented: 
the main changes from last year 
included more money for travel (the 
UUA General Assembly will be in 
Portland in 2015) and funds to 
purchase audio visual equipment 
(amplifier/speakers, projector, screen).  

Another important change is in 
bookkeeping. We have begun tracking 
the value of in-kind contributions 
because it is a truer reflection of our 
actual costs. These are contributions 
of value other than direct donations of 
cash and checks. For example, the 
Martins generously let us use the large 
room in their building that we call the 
“Martin Annex.” This has a value of 
$100/month in rent, which they waive. 
They can declare it as a tax deduction 
when they file their tax return because 
we will provide them with receipts. 
Likewise, if someone donates coffee, 
napkins, etc. and would like to get a 
receipt for tax purposes, they can give 
the treasurer their purchase receipt 
and tell him they don’t need to be 
reimbursed. But this is something 
SCUUF would have to pay for if not 

donated.  

Meet our New 

Board Officers  

Al Solomon, President 

My experience with board positions in 
non-governmental organizations 
includes being Secretary-Treasurer of 
the Flowing Wells Volunteer Fire 
Department (Tucson), President of the 
Oak Ridge (Tennessee) Amateur 
Radio Club, Treasurer of the Coos 
County Democratic Party, President of 
the Bay Area (Coos Bay) Rotary Club, 
and board member for Oregon Shores 
Conservation Coalition, Coos 
Watershed Association and The 
Partnership for Coastal Watersheds.  

My first UU church was in Tucson in 
1975, and I was hooked, after rejecting 
the dogma of the Lutheran churches of 
my youth. I have been a UU member 
continuously since then, including UU 
churches in Oak Ridge Tennessee, in 
Houghton Michigan, one in Bethesda 
and two in Silver Spring Maryland, and 
SCUUP off and on since 1994. 

Jim Casey, Secretary 

Jim Casey is the former managing 
editor of The World who came to Coos 
Bay in 2010. He has been a Unitarian 
Universalist since joining the Corpus 
Christi, Texas fellowship in the 1990s 
and where he was a board member. 
He and Dana also have belonged to 
the UU fellowship in Sequim/Port 
Angeles, Washington.  

He is a self-professed "faitheist" -- 
someone with no belief in a supreme 
being but who embraces a loosely 
defined spirituality -- that he expresses 
in contemplative Taoism.  

He makes meditation benches and 
miniature zen gardens; dabbles in 
photography; enjoys hiking, beach-
combing and bicycling; listens to 
classical music; and reads voraciously. 

Charles Smith, Treasurer 

I signed the fellowship book in March 
of 2014. Prior to that, I was the 
Stewardship Chairperson at St Phillip 
Episcopal Church in Washington DC. I 
also served terms as the Junior and 
Senior Warden of the aforementioned 
Church, where we also had respect for 
the inherent worth and dignity of 
others. 

Since becoming a member of the 
South Coast Unitarian Universalist 
Fellowship, I have attended the Center 
for Nonprofit Stewardship's Board 
training for Board Members. I am also 
registered to attend the Ford Institute's 
Community Action Workshop training. 

I am the Manager of TRS Properties 
LLC, a company that invests in Real 
Estate. 

Dana Casey, Director 

I have been a UU for about 20 years. 
The first time I walked into a UU 
service I knew I wanted to stay. I found 
it very comfortable not to have to 
“dumb down” what I wanted to say 
because the UUs I met had 
vocabularies above the third grade 
level. Also I felt free to talk about any 
subject because the UUs were open 
enough to discuss any topic from a 
variety of viewpoints. The place felt 
like home. 

I want to help this UU Fellowship grow 
into the same kind of congregation. I 
believe that there are many more UUs 
out there who just haven’t discovered 
that they are UUs. I want them to find 
us. I think there may be several 
channels we can explore to do this 
such as asking the regional people for 
suggestions and developing a larger 
presence at the college. The potential 
for growth exists. We just have to use 

it.  

 

 



 

 

Oregon South Coast Unitarian Universalist Fellowship 

Summer 2014 Calendar  www.OregonSouthCoastUU.org  

Unless otherwise noted, programs are from 10:00 to 11:30am at the Dolphin Players Theater (see map online). 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

June 1 • Art as a Spiritual Expression. Presented by Dana  2  3  4  5  6  7  

8 Reclaiming the Best of Fatherhood. An exploration of 
fatherhood and the changing nature of being a father. 

9  10  11  12  13  14  
Flag Day 

15 The Tao. Jim Casey, self-described "faitheist," examines 
contemplative Taoism: its origins in the Tao Te Ching, its basic 
tenets, and its simple practices. He includes a handout of Chinese 
terms and ideograms, plus a short bibliography of favorite 
translations and commentaries. 

16  17  18  19  20  21  
Crumley 
Yard Sale 
(see below) 

22 Summer Solstice is a fellowship tradition for many seasons. 
Meet at noon near the Cape Arago picnic shelter.  

23  24  25  26  27  28  

29 The Nature of Buddhism. Buddha said, “There are only two 
mistakes one can make along the road to truth; not going all the 
way, and not starting.” By Bill Anderson. 

30  July 1 2  3  4  
Independence 
Day 

5  

6 Independence Weekend Potluck at the Mahaffy Farm. The 
grill will be hot at noon. Bring a contribution. 

7  8  9  
Circle of Trees 

10  11  12  

13 A Celebration of Water Ceremony - Bring a water sample 
from a recent trip, or your favorite spot locally, or a bit of tap water 
representing a special place. Coordinated by Robin McCreery. 

14  15  16  
Circle of Trees 

17  18  19  

20 Water is an essential natural resource. Are we handling it 
responsibly? Jean Adamson will present the program. 

21  22  23  
Circle of Trees 

24  25  26  

27 Sea Life - Our Neighbors to the West. A Sea Education 
Association presentation. 

28  29  30  
Circle of Trees 

31  August 1 2  

3 What would you take to Mars? Small group discussions will 
be held of what we, personally, value.  

4  5  6  
Circle of Trees 

7  8  9  

10 Breakthrough Congregation. The UUA identifies 
congregations that have made significant strides in becoming 
successful. Videos will be used to profile several of them and get 
us on the road to visioning our next 25 years. 

11  12  13  
Circle of Trees 

14  15  16  

17 What does “church” mean to you? Small group 
discussions will be held about how each of us conceives ‘church’.  

18  19  20  
Circle of Trees 

21  22  23  

24 What does it mean to be a UU? Small group discussions 
will be aimed at revealing what we hold in common and on what 
we differ in our concept of being a UU. 

25  26  27  
Circle of Trees 

28  29  30  

31 Labor Day potluck. The celebration of Labor Day will be 
held at the home of Georgia and Jim Martin, starting at 12 noon. 

September 
1 Labor Day 

2  3  4  5  6  

For program information call 541-266-7335 or click to www.oregonsouthcoastuu.org to check out the interactive calendar! 
 

Asialee and Marian are Holding a Yard Sale! 

Asialee will be conducting a moving sale for her mother and fellow member, 
Marian Crumley on Saturday, June 21st from 8:00 am to 5:00 pm at 1860 
Lincoln Street in North Bend Airport Heights neighborhood.  

She will include some stock from our virtual thrift store to fill the tables and 
those funds will be kept separate for the Fellowship.  

The sale will be spread out through the house, garage and yard and anybody 
who wants to come hang out for any part of the day to help keep an eye on 
things will be more than welcome and very much appreciated.  Please contact 
her if you want to help so she can spread the people power out somewhat 
evenly through the day. Thanks to all in advance! 541-888-4349 or 
asialee.crumley@gmail.com  

Mahaffey Farm is on the Coos 
River Highway. It is 7 miles 
from US 101 toward Allegheny 
(Set your tripometer!) on the 
right side of the road at 97356 
Highway 241. The driveway 
leads down to the house near 
the river. 

http://www.oregonsouthcoastuu.org/
http://www.oregonsouthcoastuu.org/
mailto:asialee.crumley@gmail.com
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Summer 2014 • Newsletter & Calendar 

www.OregonSouthCoastUU.org  

SCUUF membership is open to all who agree with our purpose and are willing to make a commitment of time, talent, or treasure. 

 

Standing on the Side of Love is an interfaith public advocacy campaign that seeks to 
harness love’s power to stop oppression. It is sponsored by the Unitarian Universalist 
Association and all are welcome to join. 

Why. This is a time of great hope and possibility, yet our communities are threatened by 
the increased prevalence of acts motivated by fear and hate. No one should be 
dehumanized through acts of exclusion, oppression, or violence because of their 
identities. In public debates on immigrant justice, LGBTQ equality, and more, we stand on the side of love and call for respect, 
inclusion, and compassion. 

How. The Standing on the Side of Love campaign elevates compassionate religious voices to influence public attitudes and public 
policy. Through community activism, social networking, and media outreach, people across the nation are equipped to counter fear and 
make love real in the world. For more information, read our Frequently Asked Questions at http://standingonthesideoflove.org  

History. The broad message, “standing on the side of love,” emerged as a rallying point for people of faith in Massachusetts during 
their early efforts for fully inclusive marriage, and later during the fight against Proposition 8 in California. 

The Standing on the Side of Love campaign was inspired by the 2008 shooting at Tennessee Valley Unitarian Universalist Church in 
Knoxville, which was targeted because they are welcoming to LGBTQ people and have a liberal stance on many issues. The Knoxville 
community responded with an outpouring of love that inspired the leadership at the Unitarian Universalist Association (UUA) to launch 
our campaign in 2009, with the goal of harnessing love’s power to challenging exclusion, oppression, and violence based on sexual 
orientation, gender identity, immigration status, race, religion, or any other identity. 

In 2010, we began the tradition of re-imagining Valentine’s Day as a social justice holiday. Starting in 2012, this event has evolved into 
the “Thirty Days of Love“–a month-long spiritual journey and commitment to sustained action and service. 

 

http://www.oregonsouthcoastuu.org/
http://standingonthesideoflove.org/

